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88. Stoverius Perch-Nielsen (1986) 
 
Type species: Stoverius achylosus (STOVER 1966) n. comb.  
Derivation of name: To honour L.E. STOVER, geologist with Exxon who gave the first LM 

overview of Cretaceous coccoliths.  
Diagnosis: Round to broadly elliptical coccoliths with a wall of more or less vertical 

elements, a cycle of proximal elements and a central cross.  
Remarks: Stoverius differs from the other genera of the family Stephanolithiaceae, to which 

it can be assigned, by its round to broadly elliptical outline and by the central cross. 
Cylindralithus (Pl. 3, Fig. 6) has a higher wall and has an empty, open central area. 
Corollithion (Pl.3, Fig. 8) has a hexagonal outline. Rotelapillus (Pl.3, Fig. 10) also has a 
more or less round outline, but the central area is consistently bridged by 8 bars. 
Cribrocorona (Pl. 3, Fig. 11) has a cribrate central area and was assigned to the family 
Podorhabdaceae, since it probably evolved from Cribrosphaera ehrenbergii.  

The oldest species assignable to Stoverius is S. helotatus (basionym: Corollithion helotatus 
WIND & WISE in WISE & WIND 1977, p. 299, 300, Pl. 85, Fig. 1-5), a form with a 
broadly elliptical outline and with an asymmetrical central cross supporting a long 
stem. It has been described from Kimmeridgian sediments. The type species S. achylosus 
(Pl. 3, Fig. 7, basionym: Chiphragmalithus achylosus STOVER 1966, p. 137, Pl. 6, Fig. 26; Pl. 
7, Fig. 1, non Pl. 7, Fig. 2, 3) has a central cross with bars meeting at right angles and 
was described from the Albian. Also from the Albian stems S. baldiae (basionym: 
Zygolithus baldiae STRADNER & ADAMIKER 1966, p. 388, Pl. 2, Fig. 2, Textfig. 3, non 
Textfig. 4). The bars do not meet at right angles in S. baldiae, which still has a relatively 
low wall.  

Forms with a higher wall and differing shapes of the central cross are S. asymmetricus 
(basionym: Cylindralithus asymmetricus BUKRY 1969, p. 42, Pl. 19, Fig. 9-12), S. biarcus 
(basionym: Cylindralithus biarcus BUKRY 1969, p. 42, Pl. 20, Fig. 1-3) and S. coronatus 
(basionym: Cylindralithus coronatus BUKRY 1969, p. 42, Pl. 20, Fig. 4-6). 
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